Pastor Jeff’s
Epistle

Not a resolution, but
a promise for 2010

In the writings of the New Testament, Jesus gave us a great model for carrying out
ministry in his name. He did not make any New Year’s resolutions, but instead offered
the promise to be among us through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8 says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” The very first thing the disciples proceeded to do was to gather together
as one body in the Upper Room. There, they were found to be in constant prayer until
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and then they went forth to witness to the world.

January is that time of year when the world makes its resolutions and promises as
it begins a new year. This was a new beginning for the disciples as well. They had a
promise from Christ, but their first action was to start off by being in prayer. Each of
us will have new beginnings this year, too. It may be a new job, a new relationship, a
new Bible study, a new confirmation class to attend, or starting a new position in the
church where we have been called to serve and provide leadership. Whatever your new
beginning might be, I would invite you to pray for one another as we move forward in
this new year, just as the disciples prayed for one another after Jesus had shared these
words with them.

I have made many resolutions over the years. Each time, as the days go by, it seems
harder and harder to keep them. So this year, I am making a promise instead to Jesus,
to you and to myself that as I start anything I do this year, I am first going to start it

» See EPISTLE, pg. 3
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Worship Assistants: January

Service |[Jan.3 Jan.10 Jan.17 Jan. 24 Jan. 31
Ushers 8:15a.m. | Jim George, Bill McCollister, Walt Pittack
11a.m. |Rob Zell, Heather Zell, Jordan Zell, Carl Fox
Greeters 8:15a.m. |TBD
9:30a.m. |Dave and Vera Martinez
11am. | Neil and Debbie Zimmerman
Security Don Milliken
Acolytes 8:15a.m. | Miranda Cannon — Skylar Moore — —
11am. |TreyButler Rena Butler Collette Simkins Miranda Cannon Jordan Zell
Altar Guild Kim Cole Diane Lawrence Lisa Ashmore Christy Moore Tammi Cannon
Kate Gambrill Sue Woolford Kay Pokrzywa Peggy Whiting Lois Welsh
Melissa Simkins
Cribbery 9:30a.m. | Amelia Lazarus Deband Carolynand Diana Lopez Ryan and
and daughters Linker Mills Je Swartz and youth girls Willow Schneider
11am. | VanHook Family Harris Family Robb and LaRae and VanHook Family
Charlene Paulson | Margaret Paulson
LayReader |8:15a.m. |Bill Jones TBD TBD TBD TBD
11am. | Tony Schramm Norm Smith Dan Kalendek Sheila McCracken | Robb Paulson

Upcoming Perry Scope
deadlines:
Jan. 18: Articles due

Jan. 28: Feb. newsletter mailed
Feb. 8: Articles for March due
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Our Mission Statement

“As members of Perry Hall United Methodist Church, we proclaim God’s
unconditional love for all, which compels us to love one another as Christ
loves, and to provide opportunities to grow through nurture and service.”

Perry Scope Staff

Editor: Robb Paulson

Pastor: Jeff Paulson

Collating: Mary Schramm, Joan Edwards, Bettye Gramlich, Pat Huffman,
Elsie Mason, Bill Jones, Gloria Jones, Ruth Radcliffe, John Walker, Jane Wilson,
Esther Willman

Labels: Alma Connor, Joan Edwards

Mailing: Bill Edwards, Ken Mason

How to Reach Us
Phone: (410) 256-6479

Church e-mail: perryhallumc@verizon.net

Pastor Jeff Paulson: jeflarac@verizon.net

Pastor Millard Knowles: millard_knowles@comcast.net

Robb Paulson, Perry Scope editor: robbp.graphics@gmail.com
Web site: www.perryhallumc.org

The “Perry Scope” newsletter is published monthly by Perry Hall United Methodist
Church. Address changes may be sent to the church, 9515 Belair Road, Baltimore, MD
21236-1599.
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Heritage school provides a report card

As the first half of the school year quickly comes to a close, we are proud to

share with you some of what has been taking place this year at Heritage Montes-
sori School.

One of our primary goals this year was to incorporate more community
involvement and outreach for our students and staff. This year, we are proud to

‘ have formed a collaborative relationship with the Maryland School for the Blind.
< Each week, students from our Elementary programs visit MSB and work in their

classrooms alongside their students. Conversely, each month students from MSB
visit our school to read to our Early Childhood students using books in Braille or
additional vision enhancement resources. All of the students and staff involved
are enjoying the experience, and we look forward to a long future of working
with MSB.

Additionally, each of our classes has chosen an outreach project for
the school year. Our littlest students in our Stepping Stones pro-
gram are sponsoring a Mitten Tree, our Early Childhood students in
Room 105 hosted a Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude’s Hospital in October,
while Room 109 has an ongoing monthly food collection in support
of the church’s food pantry. Our Elementary 1 class is also collecting

food for the church pantry while our Elementary 2 class has worked
to assist PHUMC volunteers with the fill-
9 ing of Thanksgiving and Christmas food
baskets.
Even our Before and After Care pro-
gram is involved with their yearlong

Pajama Drive in conjunction with Franklin
Square Hospital. Each of these projects has
not only supported our community but has
also supported our school’s mission of educating our students to be active

H E R IT AGE and peaceful members of a global community.

HMS will host an Open House event on Sunday, Jan. 10, from 2 to 4

HAPPE N I N GS p-m. If you are interested in finding out more about our school, please feel

free to join us.

EPISTLE: No resolution; a promise to church, God

» From Page One

My prayer — before with prayer. My prayer will be to ask Jesus to support us in our endeavors and to

anything I start this thank him for providing us with everything we need to have to perform and carry

out our responsibilities.

year — will be to ask “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other lan-

Jesus to support us in our guages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” (Acts 2:4). God sent forth the Holy Spirit
endeavors and to thank to those gathered together and gave them the ability. And so God has given to each
himforproviding us with one of us the ability to do what Jesus will have us do.

I hope and pray that each member of our church family will have a great and

everything we need to wonderful 2010 and that the power of the Holy Spirit will be with us.

have to perform and carry
out our responsibilities. Peace in the Happy New Year,
Pastor Jeff
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JINGEE BELL
TAMBOURINE

To ring in 2010, make a joyful noise
with this musical instrument.

What you need:

* 2 plastic plates

* Hole punch

* Pen

* Beads or beans (or other
small items that will
make noise when shaken)

* Tacky craft glue

* 6 pieces of ribbon (each
about 5" long and 1/4" wide)

* 6 jingle bells

* Stickers

* Markers

What you do:

1. On the bottom of each plate,
write, “Shout for joy to the
LORD, all the earth”

(Psalm 100:1, NIV).

2.Punch six evenly spaced
holes around the rim of one
plate. Mark the holes with a
pen and then punch six
matching holes in the
second plate.

3. Pour the beads or beans
into one plate and then
squeeze glue around the
rim of that plate.

4. Place the other plate on top,
aligning the holes. (Make
sure the Bible verses are on
the outside.) Let it dry.

5. Thread one ribbon through
one hole and through one
bell, and then tie the ribbon.
Repeat five more times, once
for each hole.

6. Decorate the instrument
with stickers or markers.

7. Play your tambourine when
you sing your favorite songs.

( :I II ]RCI I Olive Branch
The Olive Branch is a symbol of peace, harmony and

healing. Olive trees provide shelter, as well as oil used
for ointment and consecration. The Olive Branch also
represents deliverance from hardships and anxiety
because a dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah's ark
after the flood ended (Genesis 8:11).

Wake 2 joyful noise

Paople often gather wish noisemakers to calgbrate tha promise of a
New Year. Be thankful and JoyPul For the many biessings In your life.

Using the musical note code, write the words of Psalm 100:2 (NIV) in the correct order below.

CODE: pefore come gladness him joyful LoD songs the with Worship
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December Furnace Fund

update/contributions

The following contributed to the
Furnace Fund through Dec. 13:

Calvin and Florence Cairns

Barry and Vivian Creasy

Bettye Gramlich

Ken & Elsie Mason

Jackie & Janette Zechman

Patricia Perry, in memory of Betty
Willbanks

Lois Welsh, in memory of Wil-
liam Behrendt

As of Dec. 13, the Furnace Fund
totaled $68,808.00. We are only
$1,192 short of reaching our goal of
$70,000.
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BAPTISM: Emily and Matthew
Kulaga celebrate the baptism of their

daughter, Ava Grace Kulaga, on
Dec. 27.

BAPTISM: Sarah and Joseph Barker
celebrate the baptism of their son,
Jordan Nicholas Barker, on Nov. 29.
Proud grandmother is Judy Brown.
Daddy Joseph also joined in his

son’s special day by being baptized
himself.

BAPTISM: Jacqueline Vitale and
Jason Tanner celebrate the baptism
of their son, Landon James Vitale,
on Nov. 29.

“Stationary Time”

We are frequently thinking
That time’s running fast.
The present seems fleeting
And soon becomes past
But time is a measurement
Standing quite still.
It's we who are moving —
Or stopped, by our will.
— Peggy Ferrell
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Art, communication come to life for Folk Music Night

For Dulcie Taylor, “Art is communication.” The critics and her peers have com-
municated back. The singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist
‘;:. has won a couple of Wammies — Washington Area Music Awards.
And she’s not communicating others” songs. Her albums contain all
l original music.
According to reviewers, her nuanced voice perfectly comple-
o ments her subtle, poetic lyrics. Check her out at www.dulcietaylor.
oll com. Or better yet, check her out live, with Jack Bond, when she
headlines this month’s Folk Music Night.
P The January Folk Music Night will be held Jan. 9, 7-10 p.m.,
- in the Fellowship Hall. The stage (and microphone) is open before
MU“( and after the main act and light refreshments will be served. Ad-
Ni. GH_[ mission is free, but donations are welcome. If you wish, you may

bring a dessert or snack to share. Questions? Contact Neil Zim-
merman at (410) 529-7176. Check out the Folk Music Night Web
page at www.perryhallumec.org/FolkMusicNight/.

WISH: WOMEN INTERESTED IN STUDYING AND HELPING: On Dec. 3, the
WISH group and several spouses (a total of 20) enjoyed a delightful lunch at Bob
Evans restaurant. After lunch, several Christmas selections were read and carols were
sung.

It was heartwarming to see the volume of clothing and personal items everyone do-
nated to the Rescue Mission. Three waitresses were so kind, they gave Nina Goodman,
president, money to purchase warm coats for needy children.

Our Jan. 7 meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Lois Welsh. Gladys Hall

and Gwen Cline will provide refreshments.

FROM DON APPEL: I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the Adult Choir
members for their extra time and effort
involved in the presentation of two perfor-
mances of the Christmas cantata, as well
as the extra music performed during the
Advent and Christmas seasons.

An extra special thank you goes out to
those soloists who were part of these special
presentations: Faith Kalendek, Collette
Simkins, Paul Appel, Rob Zell, Norman
Smith, Sonia Purol, and Robb Paulson.

Thank you one and all for a job well
done.

[T
\ Congregatlon )

FROM BUNNY BARKER (MISSIONS): Thanks to Nancy Franke, Mary Harryman,
Charlene Paulson, LaRae Paulson, and Whitney & Margaret Paulson for helping with
the dinner for the Church of the Deaf. Their help was really appreciated. As part of
our Missions project, we presented each member of the congregation with a “Follow
the Son” lapel pin and gave the church a statue of “Jesus With Children.” It is always a
rewarding experience for us and the members are thankful.

FROM JOYCE ZIEGLER (SUNDAY SCHOOL): Thank you! Thank you! Our final Op-
eration Christmas Child shoebox count was 133. We are truly blessed to have such as
caring congregation. Thanks also for the many monetary donations that helped offset
the shipping costs. God loveth a cheerful giver. Thanks again.
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2010 Church Officers: Administrative Board

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

Chairperson — Dawn Brown (2010)

Vice Chairperson — Ryan Schneider (2010)

Recording Secretary — Bunny Barker (2010)

Lay Leader — Norm Smith (2011)

Asst. Lay Leader, 8:15 Service — Bill Jones (2010)

Asst. Lay Leader, 9:30 Service — Pat Fisher (2010)

Lay Leader, 11:00 Service — Norm Smith (2011)

Lay Member to Annual Conference — Lewis Ransom (2011)
Reserve Lay Members to Annual Conference — Sheila and Ken
McCracken (2011)

Treasurer — Kenneth McCracken (2010)

Asst. Treasurer — Janet Goetzke (2010)

Financial Secretary — Dan Kalendek (2012)

Asst. Financial Secretary — Joan Edwards (2010)
Membership Secretary — Mary Schramm (2012)

Sunday School Superintendent — Joyce Ziegler (2010)
Sunday School Secretary — Judy Brown (2010)

Local Church Historian — Gloria Jones (2010)

Youth Representative — Robert Gambrill (2011)

At-Large Member — Ken Allensworth (2012)

Honorary Members—Pat Hu man, Anne Patton, Ruth Phillips, Ruth Kiel,
Louise Cole

Committee Chairpersons

Sta -Parish Relations — Kay Pokrzywa (2010)

Board of Trustees — Bill Ortman (2010)

Council on Ministries — Amy Funk-Hines; Vice Chair Sherril Elam (2012)
Communications (Coordinator) — Elizabeth Smith (2012)
Finance —Mark Wright (2012)

Bereavement — Karen Gambyill (2012)

Building & Property — Donald Milliken (2012)

Health and Welfare — Brian and Renee Smith (2012)
Memorials — Joan Edwards; Co-Chair Alma Connor (2012)
Music — Dan Walker (2012)

Altar Guild — Lisa Ashmore; Vice President Kim Cole (2012)

Work Area Chairpersons

Education —TBD (2012)

Evangelism — Carolyn Smith (2010)

Worship — Kim Cole, Vice Chair Lisa Ashmore (2010)
Church & Society — Eddie and Emily Garner (2011)
Missions — Charlene Paulson, Ruth Radcli e (2012)

Age-Level Coordinators

Youth — Bob and Anne Harris (2012)

Children's Ministries — Anne Harris (2012)

Adult Ministries — Michelle Kalendek, Julie Evans (2012)
Family Ministries — Carol Dilda (2012)
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COMMITTEES

Board of Trustees

Chairperson: Bill Ortman; Lay Leader; Norm Smith

2010: Don Milliken, Bill Ortman, Rod Heavener

2011: Jean Mattson Geller, Melanie Nolet, Pat Fisher (Secretary)
2012: Nancy Franke, Dave Martinez, John Hahn

Staff-Parish Relations

Chairperson: Kay Pokrzywa; Lay Leader: Norm Smith
2010: Norm Smith, Peggy Whiting, Kay Pokrzywa
2011: Preston Wollett, Chuck Martin, Dee Dee Poore
2012: Sheila McCracken, Vera Martinez, Russ Brown

Lay Leadership (Nominations)

Chairperson: Pastor Je  Paulson; Lay Leader: Norman Smith
2010: Carl Fox, Diane Hall, Tammi Cannon

2011: Ryan Schneider, Al Simkins, Paula McGehee

2012: Rob Zell, Bunny Barker, Betty Shock

Finance

Chairperson —Mark Wright

Administrative Board — Dawn Brown

Council on Ministries — Amy Funk-Hines

Board of Trustees — Bill Ortman

Lay Leader — Norm Smith

Financial Secretary — Dan Kalendek

Asst. Financial Secretary — Joan Edwards

Treasurer — Ken McCracken

Asst. Treasurer — Janet Goetzke

Sta -Parish Relations — Kay Pokrzywa

Worship Committee — Lisa Ashmore, Kim Cole

Lay Member to Annual Conference — Lewis Ransom
Building & Property Committee — Donald Milliken
Administrative Assistant — Mary Schramm (ExO  cio)
At-Large Member — Robert Schulze

Audit Committee (2012) — Gloria Barlow, Larry Parsley (Co-Chairs)

Memorials
Chairperson: Joan Edwards
Alma Connor, Betty Burton (Co-Chairs)

Altar Guild
President: Kim Cole
Lisa Ashmore (VP) ~ DonnaBreakiron ~ Dawn Darnall

Kate Gambrill Bettye Gramlich ~ Diane Lawrence
Bonnie Lingelbach  Christy Moore LaRae Paulson
Pat Perry Kay Pokrzywa Sheryl Reese
Melissa Simkins ~ Lois Welsh Peggy Whiting
Tammi Cannon Sue Woolford Joyce Ziegler
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2010 Church Officers: Council on Ministries

COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES

Chairperson — Amy Funk-Hines (2012)

Vice Chairperson — Sherril Elam (2012)

Lay Leader — Norm Smith (2011)

Superintendent of Sunday School — Joyce Ziegler (2010)
Asst. Superintendent of Sunday School — Judy Brown (2010)
Music Director — Don Appel

Administrative Asst. — Mary Schramm

Lay Member to Annual Conference — Lewis Ransom (2011)

Age-Level Coordinators

Children's Ministries — Anne Harris (2012)

Youth —Bob and Anne Harris (2012)

Adult Ministries — Michelle Kalendek, Julie Evans (2012)
Family Ministries — Carol Dilda (2012)

Cribbery Coordinator — Willow Schneider (2010)

Work Area/Committee Chairpersons

Education —TBD (2012)

Evangelism — Carolyn Smith (2010)

Missions — Charlene Paulson, Ruth Radcli e (2012)

Board of Child Care — Tammi Cannon and Kathy Miles (2011)
Church & Society — Eddie and Emily Garner (2011)

Worship — Kim Cole, Vice Chair Lisa Ashmore (2012)

Health & Welfare — Brian and Renee Smith (2012)
Communications — Elizabeth Smith, Vice Chair Robb Paulson (2012)
Altar Guild —Kim Cole, Lisa Ashmore (2010)

Music — Dan Walker (2012)

Other

Local Church Historian — Gloria Jones (2010)

Local Church Librarian — Sue Woolford

Kitchen — Nancy Franke

Thrift Shop — Jennifer Malatesta

Hospitality — Neil and Debbie Zimmerman (11a); Sue and Steve Woolford,
Ed and Diane Lawrence (815a)

PERRY SCOPE

COMMITTEES

Worship

Chairperson: Kim Cole; Vice Chair: Lisa Ashmore (Altar Guild)
William Edwards (Ushers), Norm Smith (Lay Leader)

Dan Walker (Music Committee), Don Appel (Music Director)
Denise Boyd (Contemporary Worship Coordinator)

Evangelism
Chairperson: Carolyn Smith
Mary Schramm, Joan Edwards, Dan Kalendek, Norm Smith

Education

Chairperson: TBD

Bettye Gramlich (Co-Chair), Anne Harris

Sherril Elam, Lois Welsh, Bob Harris, Joyce Ziegler, Judy Brown

Missions

Co-Chairpersons: Charlene Paulson and Ruth Radcli e
Eddie and Emily Garner (Church and Society)

Tammi Cannon, Kathy Miles (Board of Child Care)

Youth Ministries Council
Bob Harris, Anne Harrie, Julie Evans, Christy Moore

Music

Chairperson: Dan Walker

Adult Choir reps. (2), Bell Choir reps. (2)

Kay Pokrzywa (SPRC), Kim Cole & Lisa Ashmore (Worship)
Don Appel (Music Director)

Building and Property

Chairperson: Donald Milliken (2012)

2010: Russ Brown, Linker Mills, Dean Martin, Chris Evans
2011: Mike Woodbury

2012: Ron Ziegler, Hud Dunaway, Roger Womack, Bill Ortman

Bereavement

Chairperson: Karen Gambrill

Marge Bell, Pat Hu man, Joan Edwards, Betty Ireland
Betty Burton, Ruth Radcli e, Nancy Franke, Sue Woolford

Special Events

Ham and Turkey Dinner — Denise Boyd

Spaghetti Dinner — Melissa Simkins (Personnel Coordinator); Randy
Widomoski (Chef)

Debbie Hale, Tina Baranoski, Al Simkins Ron Ziegler

Carol Dilda (Family Ministries)
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Judy Aldrich
Marjorie Baum
Carolee Comes

Ruth Gumm

Nellie Hogan

Ruth Kiel

Ethel Lee

William McCaffrey
Angela Ortman
Ruth Phillips

Myrt and Andy Tyrie
Mrs. Vivian Workman

The family and friends of George
Sexton, who passed to the Lord on
Dec. 16. Expressions of sympathy
may be sent to the family at the ad-
dress listed in the directory.

To the family of Tom DeLuca
on the death of his brother, August
DeLuca, who passed to the Lord
on Dec. 6. Expressions of sympa-

thy may be sent to Tom at 5 Higan
Court, Rosedale, MD 21237.

A prayer for the new year

Eternal God, thank you for bring-
ing us once again to the threshold
of a new year. Help us dedicate each
day of 2010 to following your will
for our lives. Guide us, Lord, in all
our decisions and actions, day by day
and hour by hour. Help us accom-
plish all that you desire for us to do,
until our mission on earth is fin-
ished. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A New Year’s desire

Grant that I may bring no tear to any eye,
when this New Year in time shall end.

Let it be said I've played the friend,

have lived and loved and labored here,
And made of it a happy year.

— Edgar A. Guest

A statement of faith

A half century ago, Milward Simpson was the
governor of Wyoming. He was a Christian who
trusted God without question. He and his wife often
shared this statement of faith:

The light of God surrounds us,

The love of God enfolds us,

The power of God protects us,

And the presence of God watches over us;

Wherever we are, God is.

LET THE WEAK SAY,

STRONG.

Joel 3:10, KJV

Governor Simpson once told of flying in an
airplane that developed engine trouble. Instead of
giving in to fear, he and his wife held hands and
together recited the words they tried to live by. The
plane landed safely.

Having a positive statement of faith can be helpful
in many situations. Why not create one for yourself
and your family — or use the prayerful statement
the Simpsons recited.

Cultivating good habits

Entering a new year is a good time to inventory our habits — the bad ones as well
as the good. Greek philosopher Aristotle once opined on this subject: “Moral excel-
lence comes about as a result of habit. We become just by doing just acts. We become
temperate by doing temperate acts. We become brave by doing brave acts.”

Just so, we will become faithful lovers of God by seriously worshiping and faithfully
following the Christian way of life. Attending corporate worship, learning more about
Christianity, doing good deeds for others and participating in fellowship events are all
good habits. They enhance your life and bring joy to people around you.

No desperation

Nearly every year, California is plagued with massive wildfires. In October 2007, an
unrelenting fire raged through and around Malibu. Many homes and other dwellings
quickly became heaps of ashes. The Malibu Presbyterian Church fell prey to the raging
flames and unceasing wind.

Those who loved the church stood helpless before the inferno. They remembered the
blessing of worshiping God, attending Bible classes, sharing in prayer and experiencing
warm Christian fellowship.

A Los Angeles Times reporter found faithful church member Annie Kauffman
watching the fire. Although pain was written on her face, Kauffman said, “Losing the
building is stunning. To stand and look at all this is a kick in the gut. But because the
heart of the church is the people, I don't feel a sense of desperation.”

PERRY SCOPE



The church? ‘We the People’

A well-worn $1 bill and a similarly
distressed $20 bill arrived at a Fed-
eral Reserve Bank to be retired. As they
moved along the conveyor belt, they
strike up a conversation. The $20 bill
reminisces about its travels all over the
country. “I've had a pretty good life,”
the $20 proclaims. “Why I've been to
Las Vegas and Adantic City, the finest
restaurants in New York, performances
on Broadway, and even a cruise to the
Caribbean”

“Wow!” said the $1 bill. “You've really
had an exciting life!”

“So tell me,” says the $20, “where have
you been throughout your lifetime?”

The one dollar bill replies, “Oh, I've
been to the Methodist Church, the Bap-
tist Church, and the Lutheran Church.”

The $20 Bill interrupts, “What's a

church?”

“What is the Church?” Let’s examine
this question.

The Preamble of the Constitution of
the United Methodist Church says, “The
church is a community of all true believ-
ers under the Lordship of Christ. It is the
redeemed and redeeming fellowship, in
which the Word of God is preached by

persons divinely called.”

I have a personal story that I hope
will help with this point. I have been
privileged to speak several times to you. I
have been asked if I had ever considered
going into the ministry. One gracious
person even suggested that I consider
going to seminary school. Well, as Paul
Harvey said, “Let me tell you the rest of
the story.”

As a teenager; [ felt that I had been
divinely called to the ministry. I was ex-
cited and apprehensive as I started on my
journey. I had talks with several church
people, and it was suggested that I obtain
a local preacher’s license. Wow, how of-
ficial this sounded and a bit intimidating
to a person of 17.

Well, after a final interview with
some district officials of the Methodist
Church, my name was submitted for

PERRY SCOPE

Bill Jones

Bill Jones is the Asst. Lay Leader at
Perry Hall UMC. He normally is seen
at the 8:15 a.m. worship service. The
text is his message from Laity Sunday.

consideration, pending a vote from Perry
Hall’s official board. The meeting came
to order and I was again interviewed and
then the board asked me to leave while
the vote was taken. When I returned I
was informed that one vote was negative
and I was not approved for the licensing.
Well, needless to say, | was devastated.
Then I was angry and disappointed and
all the other emotions that one feels
when rejected.

As my life has progressed I have come
to terms with what happened. My great-
est solace has been Matthew 9:38: “Pray
you therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth the Laborers into
the harvest.”

I realized that God didn’t need me as
a laborer but one who supports them.

I have been asked by Jesus for help in
getting His needs supplied. This is proof
that God wants all of us to be faithful.
He wants all of us to work for the pastors
and pray for the students in the seminar-
ies so that they will be ready to bring His
word to the people.

We the faithful disciples have been
charged with the mission to work and
pray for those that are called to go. What
a remarkable thing. We the laity of the
church are doing the divine work that
God called us to do.

Now the Preamble continues, “Un-
der the discipline of the Holy Spirit the
church seeks to provide for the mainte-

nance of worship, the edification of be-
lievers, and the redemption of the world.
The church of Jesus Christ exists in and
for the world, and its very dividedness is
a hindrance to its mission in that world.”

Our “mission” doesn’t begin with a
particular year, or a new program, or a
new clergy leader, but it is the activity
arising out of a worshipping and working
community of true believers. What we
do as a church is not meant to satisfy a
test score on stewardship or attendance
or religious principles. What we do is
act in testimony of our belief in Christ
who urged those who believe to put their
faith into action without discrimina-
tion. We must consider it “our job” to
aim at nothing less than evangelism and
service to everyone in the world. That
includes those with horrible illness, those
who are immigrants or aliens, those who
have been imprisoned — there can be
no restrictions to the range of our loving
concern. And failure to include everyone
implies that if we can be neglectful, so
can God.

We may feel as if it does not concern
us if someone suffers. But the God who
was the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who suffered and died upon the cross for
our redemption, has no such qualms. We
must be equally concerned and loving, if
we are to follow Christ. Jesus said to the
Pharisees: And other sheep I have which
are not in this fold; them also I must bring,
and they will hear my voice.” (John 10:16).

Think of that “response-ability”
that we assume as a United Methodist
Church with our logo of “Open minds,
open hands, and open hearts.”

What is the church? Like another
preamble states, the church is WE THE
PEOPLE.

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, we pray that Your grace will
be with all those in our church. We the laity
lift up the church leaders and teachers, but
may each person in the congregation feel
Your wonder and out poured love. Bless

each one with a closer relationship to You.
AMEN
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Bible Quiz

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says:
“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you
with this testimony for the churches.

1 am the root and the descendant of

Choose the correct name from the
list below:

A. Isaac

B. Jacob

C. David

D. Solomon

B
<

Answer: C

the bright morning star.”

Quoting

“In darkness there is no choice. It is

light that enables us to see the differ-
ences between things; and it is Christ
who gives us light.” — Augustus Hare

“Most of us, swimming against the
tides of trouble the world knows
nothing about, need only a bit of
praise or encouragement — and we
will make the goal.” — Jerome Fleish-
man

“Those who bring sunshine to the
lives of others cannot keep it from

themselves.” — .M. Barrie
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Goodbye, old year \ \ =
Old Year! upon the Stage of Time ]
You stand to bow your last adieu;

A moment, and the prompter’s chime - =2 74 ~—.
Will ring the curtain down on you. \ g

— Robert W Service =

A special ministry

Last summer, Emma Daniel Gray died in Washington, D.C., at age 95. At the me-
morial service, Bishop Royce Woods told the congregation about the special ministry
Gray practiced every night for 24 years, as she cleaned the Oval Office. She paused
behind the president’s chair and offered a prayer for blessings, wisdom and safety.

“You couldn’t be around her and not know what she believed,” Woods said. “She
always believed there was a higher power to grab on to that would lift you above any
circumstance, and she was always able to do that. She preached her own eulogy by the

life that she lived.”

When the new year begins for us

In 46 B.C., Roman emperor Julius Caesar first chose January 1 as the date of the
new year. Six hundred years later, the Roman church proclaimed that the new year
would henceforth be March 25, the date of the Feast of the Annunciation (when the
angel spoke to Mary).

March 25 was the accepted New Year’s Day for almost 1,000 years. In 1582, Pope
Gregory XIII moved it back to January 1.

Now is the time

We live in troubling times, with wars, poverty, hunger, economic woes, health scares
and more. So what now?

Believe this: We Christians will survive the test! Faith, prayer and discipline will
bring us victory. Our love for God and the need for worship, Christian education and
joyous fellowship will ultimately prevail.

A pastor who worked in a city’s poverty-stricken area was asked how his work was
going. He answered: “It is a hand-to-mouth existence: God’s hand providing for our
mouths.” So it may be for many churches and people today. But God promises to see
us through.

A winning pattern for the New Year

Some anonymous wise person penned the following directions for living without
bringing pain to others or oneself:

“You will never be sorry — for thinking before acting, for hearing before judging,
for forgiving your enemies, for being candid and frank, for helping a fallen brother, for
being honest in business, for thinking before speaking, for being loyal to God and the
church, for standing by your principles, for refusing to participate in gossip, for hold-
ing your words when tempted to demean another, for not entertaining impure or hate-
ful thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for being courteous and kind to all.”

PERRY SCOPE






“Even though the last meeting was an
eternity, Sam, we'll continue to call
this report the minutes.”
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